
 Newsletter for April 2023

First Division Commander Frank B. Thompson III

HELLO TO ALL MY COMRADES IN THE FIGHTING FIRST DIVISION 
COUNCIL OF COOK COUNTY:

Comrades we're near the cut off date, I know and you know that, we still have a
way to go but we can make this happen (MEMBERSHIP).
I want you to know that April 22,2023, we're going to have a revitalization in 
Stone Park, IL. 3900 W. Division, starting 8:00-12noon. Please bring your 
phone charger and membership cards or come help others make phone calls.

Nominations start in April and elections are held in may.

This year is near the end of 2023 and the beginning of the Legions new year 
2024. I would like for you to come together for this last push to move up from 
the bottom. I have great respect for all of you and all I'm asking for right now is 
to muster up a little more energy before "The Fat Lady Sings".
I Believe In You And I Want You To Believe In Yourself and your fellow 
comrades.

The next First Division meeting will be held at The TATTLER POST #973
4355 N. Western Ave. The meeting starts at 7pm (19:00hrs- 21:00hrs) 9pm.
If your post or district hasn't sent in their delicate dues will not be able to have a
voice nor vote in the mini convention that's coming up June 3, 2923. The mini 
convention will be held at The Evergreen Park Post 9701 S. Kedzie Ave. 



The 2nd Division is hosting the Arm Forces Dinner in Lockport, IL.
(If you can find the address and hotel, I Thank You).
Dinner cost $35:00 per person. 

Frank B. Thompson III
Sr. Vice Commander Joe Hedrick 

P.A.C.T. Act
Congress passed and the president signed the most significant veterans legislation in
50 years. Thank your legion for years of effort to get this done. All veterans that 
served in country are affected, Viet Nam and post 911 veterans need to know how the
legion is working for them. 

This window is only until October 31, 2023. This is an opportunity for them to see how
joining the legion can help their fellow veterans. Let's get the word out and get our 
membership up because politicians only understand numbers. We can only help our 
fellow veterans if they know we are a big part of their county, state and nation.

The Italian American Museum is in Stone Park. The hours of the revitalization 
are 9AM until 12AM Italian American museum 3800 Division, Stone Park

Joe Hedrick
 Jr. Vice Commander Don Horn

Thank you to Morton Grove Post #134 for hosting our First Division meeting 
on February 1st. Your hospitality and comradeship was very much appreciated. 

Veterans Ball was successful and had members of the Legion Family in 
attendance. Guests were treated to a host bar, five course meal and music to 
dance to. The funds raised from this event and raffles will go toward our 
Hospitality Site at Convention in July. Thank you to all who helped and 
supported this event. 

Armed Forces Week in May. This is the 2nd Divisions turn to host the main 
event; and we will be hosting a Meet & Greet on Friday, May 19th

.  Details were 
not finalized as of this writing, and are coming soon.

Department Convention is coming up in July. We will be having a hospitality 
suite. In the meantime, please plan ahead to participate and donate. We will be 
in need of volunteers, coolers, crock pots, warming trays, utensils, paper 



products, table snacks, bar supplies, beer, wine and alcohol and cash gift cards. In 
short what we have done in years past, especially the cash gift cards to shop for the 
food when we arrive. Please drop me an email at 1stdivjvc@gmail or text me at 847-
894-7911 with your commitment. Thank you.

We are soliciting donations for Gift To The Yanks Who Gave, this entire year and we
will be collecting at our meetings and functions. Gift To The Yanks is a program 
instituted in 1944 to remember our hospitalized War Veterans.  Our Department 
distributes gifts annually to the veteran patients at the VA Hospitals and Extended 
Care facilities throughout Illinois. 

Coming up: 
 April 1: Detachment Commander Kevin O’Connell Homecoming (cocktails 6 

pm)
o Tinley Park Post #615 – 17423 67th Court, Tinley Park. Cost is $35 pp 

and ticket payment to Tammy Girten, 6879 Como Court, Tinley Park, IL 
60477.

  April 5: 1st Division Meeting (Council 7 pm, Membership 7:30 pm)
o Tattler Post #973, 4355 N. Western Avenue, Chicago

 April 16: SAL 1st Division Hockey Night, with the Chicago Wolves.

o This is a NEF Fundraiser starting at 3 pm at All state Arena. Donation is 
$55.00 includes game ticket, free hat, one free meal voucher and free 
parking. Tickets are in Section 103 – Two rows from the ice! It is Family 
Sunday and Wolves Beach Towel Giveaway, courtesy of My50 Chicago. 
Cash payment or make checks payable to Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron # 986. RSVP by April 9th to Sergio Senese at (773) 909-3072 
or sergiosenese@hotmail.com

 May 19:  1st Division Meet & Greet with the National Commander, details 
coming. 

 May 20: 2nd Division Dinner with the National Commander, details coming.

Your in Service,        

Don Horn
“We are veterans. We are one. The 
United States Flag is America”

COMMANDER FRANK B. THOMPSON III
1ST DIVISION / DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

SPEAKING AT THE 9TH DISTRICT JANUARY 
2023 MEETING REGARDING VETERANS



OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION

COMMANDER: 
FRANK THOMPSON III
Phone: (773) 719-0854 
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

SR. VICE COMMANDER: 
JOE HEDRICK 
Phone: (847) 212 - 5336 
Email: Hedrico@juno.com 

JR. VICE COMMANDER
DON HORN
Phone: (847) 873-0258
Email: horn_md@yahoo.com

DIVISION ADJUTANT: 
HAROLD DILLARD
Phone: (773) 450 - 3099
Email: ce1sgtaf@att.net

FINANCE OFFICER
BERNARD DARMETKO
Phone: (708) 860 - 1897
Email: bcdarmetko@comcast.net 

SERVICE OFFICER: 
GREG JACOBS
Phone: (847) 757-8243
Email: gkjacobs2001@yahoo.com

MEDICAL OFFICER
DR. DON HORN

HISTORIAN 
HAROLD TONEY

Meeting Dates for 2022 – 2023 Term
April 5, 2023 Tattler Post #973

355 N. Western Avenue, Chicago, IL 60618

June 3, 2023 Evergreen Park Post #854
   9701 South Kedzie Avenue, Evergreen Park, IL 60805

Department Medical Officer Don Horn
MEDICAL OFFICER FEBRUARY

We all have days when we just feel a little bit off, but if those “off” feelings 
overstay their welcome or you’re finding it more and more difficult to feel joy in 
activities that once brought you happiness, you might be suffering from a bout 
of depression. Just like anxiety, depression comes in all shapes and sizes. It 
can manifest into something severe as a minute of agitation or escalate into 
something severe like insomnia, or an overwhelming feeling of sadness, 
hopelessness, or a lack of appetite. These side effects can go on and disrupt 
other areas of your life such as work and relationships. When in doubt, get it 
checked out. If you see someone who seems a bit off longer than normal, or a 
sudden change BE THE ONE, reach out. 

Heart Disease has long been the leading cause of death in the United States, 
claiming nearly 700,000 lives a year. In fact, nearly half of all American adults 
have at least one major risk factor for cardiovascular disease. From heart 
attacks and strokes  to high blood pressure, the threat of cardiovascular 
disease touches almost every family. But while heart conditions can be costly 
and deadly, they are often preventable with access to quality health care, 



advancements in technology, and lifestyle changes. Your annual check-up is key to 
your cardiovascular health. Protect yourself and schedule your annual appointment. 

Falls are the leading cause of injury and injury death for older adults, age 65 and 
over. One out of four older adults will fall each year in the United States, making falls 
a public health concern, particular among our aging population. Fall prevention is 
important and this action includes help to reduce the number of accidental falls 
suffered by susceptible individuals such as our aging population, individuals with 
neurological or orthopedic issue. Both Medicare and the VA offer screening for 
prevention. 

Yours in Health, Dr. Don
Service Officer Greg Jacobs

In one of my past Service Officer Reports referring to section 804 of the PACT ACT, 
the Camp Lejeune Justice Act, I mentioned for former Marine Legionnaires to use 
caution in speaking to legal firms to file for compensation because those firms could 
add costs and the Veteran could get virtually nothing.

The American Legion has partnered with Bregmann & Moore, LLC and they negotiated an 
agreement with a National tort firm that will provide lower legal fees and no hidden litigation 
costs.

Bergmann & Moore will be co-council for every Legionnaire who signs up online.
To complete the form go to camplegeunelitigationteam.com/al or call 1-800-898-9450.

The important dates are August 1, 1953 to December 31, 1987.

I also mentioned about offsets, the CLJA will have some sort of offset, but there is no further 

information about that at this time.                                                          Greg
Honoring All Female Veterans With A Pin For Their Service And Dedication To The

Community at The Healing Temple Church Of God, 4941 Chicago Ave.

http://camplegeunelitigationteam.com/al


Honoring Our Military Heros.

Officers Out Of The Third District.

(1) 1st Div. CDR./ CDR. HAROLD 
WASHINGTON POST#1987, Frank B. 
Thompson III
(2) 3rd Dist. CDR. Beverly Finch
(3) 1st Div./Dorie Miller # 915 Auxiliary. 
President Linda Shell
(4) 1st Div. Past CDR, Elvin J. Carey Post 
#236, 1st Div. S A L. CDR. Derrick D. Stinson

ALL THE CURRENT OFFICES ARE THE 
HIGHEST FROM THE 3rd DISTRICT.

The 1st Time Ever That A District Held The 
Top Officers Positions. 

Standing up with the Stickney Post #687 against racism and harassment.

Legion testifying three times this week on Capitol Hill
The American Legion - MAR 27, 2023 www.legion.org

The American Legion will be testifying this week on a variety of bills pending before 
Congress. They include:

• American Legion Legislative Director Lawrence Montreuil will testify before the 
House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs 
to discuss legislation regarding disability benefits, survivor benefits and outreach. This 
will also include H.R. 1139, the “Governing Unaccredited Representatives Defrauding 
(GUARD) VA Benefits Act,” which would reinstate penalties for people charging 
veterans unauthorized fees relating to claims for benefits. The hearing begins at 10:30 



a.m. on Wednesday.

• American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Director Tiffany Ellett will testify 
before the HVAC Subcommittee on Health on a series of bills related to veterans health
care. Those include H.R. 808, the Veterans Patient Advocacy Act. The availability of 
patient advocates is a priority of The American Legion and will continue to be a focal 
point when speaking with veterans about their representation as a VA patient. The 
hearing begins at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday.

• Matthew Brennan, a policy analyst in the Legion’s Veterans Employment and 
Education Division, will testify on a series of bills during a House Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity Subcommittee hearing. Among the bills is one that would 
ensure that veterans who receive VA educational financial assistance would not be held 
liable if their college shuts down due to fraud. The hearing begins at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday.

______________________________________________________________________

VA announces survivors of veterans may be eligible for benefits under
PACT Act

The American Legion - MAR 24, 2023 – ww.legion.org

The Department of Veterans Affairs recently announced that surviving spouses or 
children of a veterans who died from a PACT Act-related condition may qualify for VA 
benefits, including monthly benefits through the VA Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC) Program. Surviving spouses and children of veterans who had 
claims previously denied for conditions that are now identified as presumptive 
conditions under the PACT Act, may now reapply.

If your loved one passed away form a PACT Act-related condition, the VA encourages 
you to apply for DIC benefits now. Learn more information about the PACT Act and 
how to file a claim at va.gov/PACT. American Legion service officers stand ready to 
assist veterans with their VA claims at no charge. To find a service officer in your area, 
please https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Service-Officer 

When filing a VA DIC, the surviving spouse or child of a veteran will use VA Form 21P-534EZ. If 
you’re a surviving parent, you will use VA Form 21P-535.

Since the PACT Act was signed into law Aug. 10, 2022, the March 17 copy of the VA PACT Act 
Performance Dashboard shows there have been:

- 362,934 PACT Act claims filed (352,922 are veterans/10,012 are survivors)

- 151,843 PACT Act claims completed (149,035 are veterans/2,810 are survivors)

- 2,174,087 toxic exposure screenings (41.5% of the screenings showed veterans had at least one 
potential exposure)

https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Service-Officer
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/


Legionnaires commemorate
organization’s 
104th birthday

The American Legion - MAR 22, 2023 – www.legion.org

To read more go to:
https://www.legion.org/honor/258441/legionnaires-
commemorate-organization%E2%80%99s-104th-
birthday

On March 15th, The American Legion celebrated its 104th birthday. Across the nation, American 
Legion posts commemorated the day with a variety of events.

That included members of Arthur T. Peterson Post 136 in Chester, S.D., who make it a tradition to 
celebration The American Legion birthday at their March meeting.

Post 136 member and U.S. Air Force veteran Courtney Steffen took to Facebook to share a photo of 
her and fellow members of Post 136 holding a birthday cake. With the photo, Steffen – who currently 
serves as the service officer in the Brookings County Veterans Service Office – offered a poignant 
salute to The American Legion:

Happy 104th Birthday, American Legion!
Here’s to the organization that gave me back the camaraderie I missed after leaving the military; who 
gave me purpose in serving my community and fellow Veterans; who amplifies my voice to those in 
Congress; and who reminds me to be proud of my service.
The Legion has become such a wonderful part of my world, and I’m glad for it. From the people I’ve 
met to the job I love, I can thank the Legion. Happy birthday, Legion Family!

American Legion Department of Illinois, Office of VA&R
Veterans Benefits and Resources from Other Federal Agencies

The below is a brief list of Federal Agency that may be helpful to veterans and their family.

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau: Provides financial education, monitors complaints and coordinates with
other Federal and state agencies on military consumer protection measures.

Department of Agriculture: The U.S. Department of Agriculture provides many opportunities to Veterans in the 
areas of employment, education, and entrepreneurship. In addition to the nations ongoing need for farmers and
those interested in agriculture, the USDA affords many Veterans the opportunity to start their own businesses 
through grants and financing opportunities.

Department of Defense: The Office of Warrior Care Policy supports wounded, ill, and injured Service members 
recover and reintegrate or transition to civilian life through education and employment initiatives, internships, 
military adaptive sports, recovery service coordination, and homeless prevention programs.

Department of Education: Service members, Veterans, and their dependents receive guidance and in some 
cases education benefits, loans, loan forgiveness, grants, and information about college accreditation.



Department of Energy: Provides training programs and partnerships for Veterans interested in working with the 
Department of Energy or in a career in the energy industry.

Department of Justice: Provides legal information, resources, and enforcement of federal employment, voting 
rights, and financial related housing laws. Their Elder Justice initiative combats elder abuse, neglect, and 
financial fraud.

Department of Labor: Provides Service members, Veterans, and their spouses with employment resources and 
expertise, such as preparing for meaningful careers and with protecting their employment rights.

Federal Communications Commission: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) provides important 
information to Veterans to help in protecting their hard-earned benefits. Like many other Americans, Veterans 
are victimized by the scourge of Robo Calls and spoofing scams, and the FCC provides ways to avoid being 
victimized.

Federal Trade Commission: Supports Service members and Veterans with education and resources against 
unlawful and deceptive practices, scams and impostures, and tracks consumer complaints.

Health and Human Services: The Office of Child Support Enforcement, in the Department of Health and Human
Services, provides resources in assisting Veterans and military families with child support issues.

Housing and Urban Development: Coordinates with Federal agencies and organizations that provide Veteran-
related housing programs and services including helping homeless Veterans find permanent housing.

Internal Revenue Service: Provides tax information on special credits, deductions, exclusions, and rules, as 
well as how to manage Federal taxes, to Service members and Veterans.

Office of Personnel Management: Provides Federal employment and retirement information, an employment 
fair and workshop event calendar, and employment related links and resources.

Small Business Administration: Provides training, mentoring, business preparation, government contracting 
information, and other small business resources for transitioning Service members and Veterans.

Social Security Administration: The Social Security Administration may expedite the processing of claims for 
wounded warriors or Veterans who are receiving disability compensation.

U.S. Postal Inspection Service: The U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) is the oldest federal law 
enforcement agency with the mission of protecting and educating Americans, including our nation's veterans 
from scams specifically targeting them.

Note: Federal Departments may change the narrative of their veteran programs. Ensure when calling that one 
asks to be connected to right person handling veterans.



 

 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

1st DIVISION 
Present 

 
 

 

 

Hockey Night with the Chicago Wolves 
 
 

April 16th 3:00 pm 
 

 

  

    

  

vs.  
 

Proceeds benefit the 

 
 

 

$55.00 Donation includes game ticket, free hat, one free meal voucher and free parking. 

Tickets are in Section 103 – Two rows from the ice! – It is Family Sunday and Wolves 

Beach Towel Giveaway, courtesy of My50 Chicago  
 

 

Free prizes raffled off. 

 
Please RSVP by April 9th 

 
Cash payment or make checks payable to Sons of the American Legion Squadron # 986 

For more information contact Sergio Senese at 

(773) 909-3072 or sergiosenese@hotmail.com 



  The Illinois American Legion Second Division is Proud to Host 

Armed Forces Day Dinner 
Saturday, May 20, 2023 

  To be held at the Lockport American Legion Post 18 
15052 S. Archer Ave, Lockport, Illinois 
One mile south of I355 on Archer Ave. 

   Key Note Speaker: 

National Commander 
Vincent J. (Jim) Troiola 

   Social Hour Starts at 5:00 pm,  Dinner at 6:00 pm    $35.00 per person 
      Dinner will be a buffet with 3 entree choices, and multiple sides. 

Reservation 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
Phone: ________________________ Post #: _________  District #: _______ 
Amount enclosed: $____________________  Table of 8: Yes or NO 
Please provide names on reverse side if a table of 8 
Make checks payable to: American Legion 2nd Division 
Mail to: Tom Lynch, 5808 S Washington St, Hinsdale, IL 60521 
Questions, call or email Tom Lynch (708) 473-1317 or smoketcjl@yahoo.com

RSVP by May 5, 2023



First Division, Cook County
Council
The American Legion, 
Department of Illinois
828 N. Roy Ave, 
Melrose Park, IL 60164

Non-Profit Org.
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION  POSTED ON OUR

WEBSITE

Chief Editor: Frank B. Thompson III

If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free
to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor - TALMA Member

For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a
request to us at

Division1ILNews@yahoo.com


