
 Newsletter for August 2021

First Division Commander Thomas Chambers

Hello Legionnaires, welcome to a brand new fiscal year. 

The state convention is over and we have a new State Commander, Wayne 
Fischer. His main objective this year is membership and that should be every 
ones main goal. With things getting back to normal we should achieve that. 

I am sure by now every one has heard that the new dues increase has passed. 
It will help to keep all of our programs running without a hitch. 

Due to the dates of the National Convention (Aug. 27th thru Sept. 2nd) our 
First Division meeting will be on September 8th at the Dorie Miller Post # 915, 
which is located at 5200 S. Cottage Grove Ave. in Chicago. (The Armory) 
District Officers meet at 7:15 and meeting starts at 7:30 

I need all District Officers to send me a schedule of all of your meetings so my 
Vice Commanders and myself can come and meet your membership. 

There will be a Division District Officer training meeting on September 18th with
time and place to be sent out to all concerned. 

Post Commanders, It is time to start planning for a community Veterans Day 
observance. 



If any one has a concern do not hesitate to call me or my core of officers to try 
to resolve it. They are a good team. Thank You.

Thomas Chambers
First Division Senior Vice Commander Frank B. Thompson III

I would like to thank each and everyone of you so very much for voting for
me to have this position as your Sr. Vice Commander of The Fighting First
Division. 

I'm asking for EVERYONE help to make our division better, we made a 
very good try last year and I appreciate that so very much. 

We as the division have risen up from the bottom (last place) into next 
from last, that means, to me, that we're making a strong effort into moving 
up the ladder. I truly know that it came from working on memberships and 
2910’s.

We all need to work together, put aside certain issues among ourselves 
and show people just what the American Legion is all about – which is 
Veterans helping Veterans and not destroying an American symbol and 
fellowship. 

Remember that as Veterans, we don’t leave another Veteran behind and 
as Legionnaires we should also never leave another Legionnaire behind. 
Membership and Buddy Checks fall into that ideal, so let’s pull ourselves 
together and start moving forward comrades.

So let ALL of US join forces and work together to improve OUR DIVISION,

REMEMBER THAT WE ARE THE FIGHTING FIRST NOT THE LAID
BACK LAST. 

Frank B. Thompson III



First Division Junior Vice Commander Joe Hedrick 
Thanks for electing me to Junior Vice Commander of the 1st Division. 

This is a great year ahead as we rebound from the shutdown.

Feel free to contact me anytime, my contact information is listed in this 
newsletter. 

Joe Hedrick
OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION

COMMANDER: 
THOMAS CHAMBERS
Phone: (224) 800 - 1177
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

SR. VICE COMMANDER: 
FRANK THOMPSON III
Phone: (224) 800 - 1177
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

JR. VICE COMMANDER
JOE HENDRICK 
Phone: (847) 212 - 5336 
Email: Hedrico@juno.com 

DIVISION ADJUTANT: 
HAROLD DILLARD
Phone: (773) 450 - 3099
Email: ce1sgtaf@att.net

FINANCE OFFICER
BERNARD DARMETKO
Phone: (708) 860 - 1897
Email: bcdarmetko@comcast.net 

SERVICE OFFICER: 
GREG JACOBS
Phone: (847) 757-8243
Email: gkjacobs2001@yahoo.com

MEDICAL OFFICER
DR. DON HORN

HISTORIAN & SPECIAL ADVISOR
WILLIAM COOPER

Meeting Dates for 2021 – 2022

September 8 Dorie Miuller Post #915
5200 S. Cottage Grove, Chicago, IL 60615 

September 18 Training Meeting for all Commanders, Sr. Vice 
Commanders, Jr. Vice Commanders and Adjutants

Marrs-Meyer Post #991
11001 Depot St, Worth IL

November 4 Franklin Park Post #974
9757 Pacific Ave, Franklin Park, IL 60131

February 2 Morton Grove Post #134
6140 Dempster st, Morton Grove, IL 60053 

April 6 Evergreen Park Post #854
9701 S. Kedzie Ave, Evergreen Park, IL 60805



A very interesting idea for your post from Legion.org

The book of Post Everlasting  By Gerald R. McClain  Jul 28, 2021

Being historian for American Legion Post 129 in Stillwater, Okla., I create 
each year a Post 129 Yearbook and publish it for the post. In the yearbook I 
have obituaries of members, including military information members want to 
share. Obituaries sometimes say a member has died and served in Korea 
for four years. As a post historian, I know more about his military history than
his family may. Once the post yearbook is published, it is placed in the post 
library to be looked at by members and visitors. I felt we needed a book for 
Post Everlasting, including the obituaries and military history of members, 
that could be available for members to look through. I created a Post 
Everlasting book using a simple 1’ 1/2" thick white book with a plastic 
covering into which I could slip a sheet telling the purpose of the book.

"Post Everlasting Resolution Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God, the 
Great Commander, to summon to the immortal legions our beloved 
comrades listed in this Post Everlasting Book, and

Whereas, We humbly bow to the will of Divine Providence, while ever 
cherishing in our hearts the memory of distinguished service to our country 
and outstanding contributions to American Legion comradeship; now, 
therefore, be

Resolved, That Hanner-Sharp Post 129 Stillwater, The American Legion 
does mourn the passing of our comrades listed in this Post Everlasting 
Book, That we commend to all the works, and to God the spirit; and be it 
further Resolved, That in token of our common grief, comrades listed in this 
Post Everlasting Book, The American Legion, expresses our grief to the next
of kin.

Signed Commander, Adjutant, and Historian”

The latest year is on top and not the bottom, making it easier to add 
members. 

I include a picture of the member along with his obituary, length of time in the
Legion and the military history he has agreed to share.

As members see what the Post Everlasting book is doing, members will 
realize we shall never forget them.



SAL Pancake Breakfast to support Fisher House
August 22, 2021 from 9am to noon at the 

Franklin Park American Legion Post 974, 9757 Pacific Ave, Franklin Park IL

Fisher House provides free, temporary lodging to the families of our 
hospitalized Veterans and to Veterans & their families when coming to Hines VA
for their care.
Below is a list of some of the items they could use. Anything else you think 
could be of use, toiletries and the like would also be a great help.

~Microwavable soups (individual cups)
~Tuna fish snack packs (comes with tuna and crackers)
~Individually wrapped snacks (chips, cookies, breakfast bars, etc.)
~Canned vegetables: corn, peas, green beans, etc
~Toilet paper
~paper towels
~ heavy duty large paper plates
~Lysol disinfectant spray
~Clorox bleach foamer (for the bathroom)
~Lysol all purpose cleaner (yellow)

Although Fisher House are owned and operated by the VA, they still rely 
heavily on community support to provide for our Veterans and their families.

Contact information for fisher house is 
708-202-7154   and   holly.wright@va.gov

Thank you very much
Keith R.  SAL Commander and the 974 Squadron, Franklin Park, IL

Quotes about America

“America was not built on fear. America was built on courage, on 
imagination and an unbeatable determination to do the job at hand.”

— President Harry S. Truman

“You can come from humble circumstances and do great things.” 

— Condoleezza Rice



Lawmakers urge National Archives to digitize records, clear
backlog of veterans’ requests

By Nikki Wentling/Stars and Stripes   Jul 28, 2021

Leaders of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform urged the National 
Archives this week to digitize its records to help with a large backlog of records 
requests from veterans who need personnel information to secure government 
benefits.
Leaders of the National Archives and Records Administration told lawmakers 
last month that they were struggling with a backlog of about 500,000 records 
requests from veterans who need military personnel information from the 
archives when applying for Department of Veterans Affairs benefits and health 
care. They estimated the backlog would not be eliminated until the end of 2022.

The records requests grew during the coronavirus pandemic when most 
employees at the National Personnel Records Center were not permitted to 
work on site. Workers could not access records while working remotely. The 
center is working to digitize its records, but it’s not happening fast enough, 
lawmakers said.

In a letter Monday, six members of the House committee urged David Ferriero, 
the archivist for the United States, to apply for funding through the Technology 
Modernization Fund to help with the digitization efforts. The fund is intended to 
help federal agencies with technological challenges.

“It is critical that [the National Archives] use any and all available tools to 
ensure we can uphold our commitments to our nation’s veterans,” the 
lawmakers wrote.

The letter was led signed by Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y., chairwoman of the 
oversight committee, and Rep. James Comer of Kentucky, the committee’s 
ranking Republican, as well as four other Democrats and Republicans.

Ferriero had told lawmakers that he had hired an additional 100 employees to 
work through the backlog. However, he estimated it would still take about a 
year and a half to clear the 500,000 requests.

To get more employees back to work, the VA announced a partnership in April 
to offer vaccines to all National Archives staff. At the time, the VA said the 
employees played a “vital role” in processing veterans’ claims for VA benefits 
and health care. At the National Personnel Records Center, 72 employees 
working on site contracted the coronavirus during the pandemic, the most

recent case of which was this month.



With the ongoing effects of the pandemic, oversight committee members asked
Ferriero focus on digitizing records and improving telework.

Ferriero acknowledged in a letter to Congress this month that digitizing records 
was important to eliminate the backlog. He said the agency would begin 
digitizing records in August.

“Mass digitization will … significantly enhance the [National Personnel Records 
Center]’s ability to process requests remotely in the unfortunate event of a 
pandemic resurgence,” he wrote.

Lawmakers said they believe funding through the Technology Modernization 
Fund would speed up the process.

“[The agency] has identified the need to digitize records as one of the biggest 
hurdles to addressing the backlog of veterans’ requests,” lawmakers wrote. 
“Although [the National Archives] has taken some steps to begin digitization, 
more significant action is needed to improve the agency’s IT infrastructure.”
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Army lieutenant wins gold in Tokyo Olympics
Davis Winkie  original article posted on Army Times.

1st Lt. Amber English (right) won a
gold medal and set an Olympic 
record in shotgun skeet shooting 
Monday, July 26, 2021 at the 2020 
Tokyo Olympic Games.

(Army/Twitter)
Photo Credit: Army Times

The match came down to the wire, but Army Reserve 1st. Lt. Amber English won a
gold medal  in the women’s skeet shooting event Monday at the Tokyo Olympic
games.

English, who narrowly missed out on qualifying for the 2012 and 2016 Olympic
shotgun teams, prevailed by one target over the reigning Olympic champion Diana
Bacosi of Italy. She set an Olympic record by hitting 56 of 60 targets in the event.

A logistics officer, English joined the Army in February 2017 and attended Officer
Candidate School at Fort Benning, Georgia.

She  then  completed  Quartermaster  Basic  Officer  Leader  Course  at  Fort  Lee,
Virginia, according to her Army Marksmanship Team biography.

English  was  an  accomplished world-class  shotgun shooter  before  she joined the
Army, and she quickly earned membership in both the Army Marksmanship Unit
and the Army World Class Athlete Program, allowing her to continue training for her
Olympic dream while advancing her Army career.

From a series called, “How to tell if someone has been in the military”

The men and women that accompany a soldier on the battlefield are the most important 
people in their lives. These are the people who are responsible for keeping them safe, 
and vice versa. No matter how many insults and curses they hurl at each-other, they 
love and trust each-other to death.

Sounds a lot like the American Legion, doesn’t it?



Come out and meet your fellow Legionnaires from around the 1st Division
You will be amazed at who you can meet.
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION  POSTED ON OUR

WEBSITE
Chief Editor: Thomas Chambers

If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free
to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor

For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a
request to us at

div1newsletter@yandex.com
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