Newsletter for December 2020

First Division Commander Gigi Callaway
It is my desire that every Legionnaire, and American Legion family, have a
happy Christmas, a joyous holiday season and a merry new year. December is
filled with family, friends, and Legion camaraderie and it is hopeful that this
newsletter finds everyone doing well. It is also a time to remember, particularly
during the holiday season, to do a wellness check on our senior; hospitalized;
or shut-in members.
Additionally, a reminder that members must have their dues paid by December
31, 2020. If your members’ dues are not paid and submitted in by 2020 those
Legionnaire will not have legion benefits, like the NEF! First Division’s Annual
Christmas Party and Membership Drive to be held at Evergreen Park post has
been cancelled. I need all District commanders to let the post commanders
know and spread the word. My personal “Thank you, Tom” for your dedication.
Additionally, for those 100 percent posts, your devotion and loyalty to your
fellow veterans and the legion are commendable. Congratulations!
It is extremely important that Districts and Post continue to communicate to
their members. We understand that communication is key to success. Where
are you in that endeavor? What improvements or plans are you enacting? You
can “make it happen”. Also, an awesome initiative is now in full swing and
Training Tuesday is off to a good start. Join the live event at:
https://www.legion.org/training/training-tuesdays
Tuesday, December 29, 2020 at 7:00 PM EST/ 6:00 PM CST, “HELPING
VETERANS”. Information on American Legion national assistance programs

presented by staff liaisons. This session includes: 1) National Emergency Fund
(NEF); 2) Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA); 3) Mission Blue PAP (Post
Assistance Program) Grant; and 4) Operation Comfort Warrior (OCW).
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 7:00 PM EST/ 6:00 PM EST, “REPRESENTING
THE AMERICAN LEGION BRAND”.
New to attending live events? Learn how easy it is to join our trainings via
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=316Bb8cgHMw.
It is always said that December will go by quickly. So, a friendly reminder to
RSVP to our 2nd annual Veterans Winter Ball. Together we stand strong.
May you and yours have a Joyous Christmas, Happy Holiday, and Glad New
Year!
For God, Family and Country,
Warm Regards

Gigi Callaway

First Division Jr. Vice Commander Thomas Chambers
First and foremost I want to wish all Legionnaires and their families a very
Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year.
All of our events are still up in the air. As each one approaches we will let you
know if the event is still on or if we have to cancel and reschedule.
All commanders, I still want to collect as many cards as you can get and the
first division will take them down to Bloomington.
Don’t forget December 7th, a day that will live in infamy. Raise your flags for our
departed comrades.
Do not forget training Tuesdays. Call your friends and do your Buddy Checks
to let them know you care. Keep safe and we hope to see everyone as soon
as things clear up.

Tom Chambers

VA&R Chairman and Service Officer of the First Division
Raymond P. Toczek
Still no word on when the VA Regional Office will be reopening. Until then we
can only do business via telephone or e-mails. We understand that certain
claims are rather involved and a veteran may wish to be able to sit down with a
Service Officer face-to-face. We are hoping to have those types of interviews
available at our Hines mini-office early next year and will let you know. It is
important to protect dates of claims and we can do this by submitting an Intent
to File. This allows the claimant up to a year to actually file the official forms.
We can help with that. Also, there will be a job posting for new Service Officers
soon.
The New Year will soon be upon us, and with that brings personal resolutions
which we all seem to make (and most break or give up by February). Here are
some ideas. As a Service Officer, if our comrades took these resolutions
seriously our jobs would be so much easier.
1. If you are enrolled in the VA hospital system then sign up for

Myhealthevet. You can do this online at http://www.va.gov/health/ and
once signed up you can check your appointments and make new ones, email your doctors with medical questions, refill your prescriptions and
print out test results. NEW: you can now contact both billing and the
patient advocate.
2. Check your property taxes. If you are a service-connected disabled vet
rated 30% or more you should be receiving a reduction in your assessed
value. If you are 70% or more you pay NO taxes. It’s not automatic, you
must apply each year. Be proactive too, if your spouse is NOT on the title
then this exemption will not pass to them. While you’re at it, be sure you
are getting your senior discount if you are 65 or older.
3. If you are 30% or more service connected disabled are you claiming all
your dependents? Did you have another child or did you marry in 2020
and become a step-parent; or did your adult child who hasn’t gone to
school since they turned 18 suddenly decide to enroll in college or a trade
school? You can claim that adult child up to the age of 23 if they attend
school (even part-time). And on the flip side did you divorce or lose a
dependent due to a death this year? Did your college child drop out and
join a rock band? If so you need to notify the VA to avoid an over
payment.

4. If you have VA life insurance or for that matter a commercial policy, did
you update your beneficiary due to a death, remarriage or divorce last
year? Did your good for nothing adult child become a substance misuser?
Do you really want to leave him or her your insurance now?
5. Due to a fire, flood, robbery or tornado did you lose your military
discharge papers or your service medals? If so contact our office for
standard form 180 to get a replacement. Believe me, sooner or later you
will have to have a certified copy. 2020 was especially a horrible year for
fires and floods out west and hurricanes down south.
6. Are you being proactive and making arrangements for your demise? If
you would like a free VA government headstone you might want to get the
application ahead of time and fill it out. That way you will have exactly
what you wish engraved on that marker. Call 1-800-827-1000 and ask for
VA form 1330. And to save your next-of-kin the time and effort how about
choosing an undertaker ahead of time.
7. Are you getting either VA compensation or pension benefits and have not

yet signed up for Ebenefits? If not go to
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal and do it
today. Then from the privacy of your home computer (24/7) you can print
out VA award letters, statements of service, home loan certificates and
verification of your disability percentage. You can also check the status of
your claim and/or appeals, review your last 24 months of payments and
change your address or direct deposit information.
8. When was the last time you asked the VA to review your serviceconnected compensation. That pulled calf muscle you got in field training
probably has gotten worse in the last 40+ years. Or that minor hearing
loss from an explosion in Iraq is now so bad you wear hearing aids. Or
that minor diabetic problem you got from Agent Orange may have
become more severe and led to other complications. Very few medical
conditions stay the same and most get more severe with the passage of
time. Contact us today to discuss this further. THIS IS ESPECIALLY
IMPORTANT WITH THE NEW PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS.
9. Did you move? The VA benefits computer doesn’t talk to the VA hospital
computer. You must notify each one separately.
10. Finally, resolve to sign up at least one new member for your post. With a

change in our eligibility, ALL veterans since December 7th, 1941 can join.
Someone from your neighborhood, church or community group? Perhaps
a friend or relative on active duty. Your post always needs your support in
getting new members.
Well I hope some of these ideas are helpful. If you should need any further
information on any of the above resolutions please contact me. Also, I’ve been
collecting more rumors that are out there for a future article. If you have any let
me know and I’ll check them out. Until next time stay safe and warm.
Let our New Year's resolution be this: we will be there for one another as
fellow members of The American Legion, in the finest sense of the word,
Comradeship.

Ray Toczek
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On October 29th, 2020 the Elvin J Carey Post 236
delivered 40 Food baskets to needy residents of
Chicago.
Pictured is Raymond Blanks, Commander Derrick
Stinson and Sgt-At -Arms Major Bester who led the
effort.

Thanks, Morale is High!
Photo by Derrick David Stinson

Goal – 100 % Posts as of 2021 Close of Books
Fantastic - Congratulations- Awesome!

Post 272 Fred Schweitzer at 106.0%

Post 388 South Shore at 100.0%

Post 473 Lincoln Square at 100.0%

Post 555 Jackson Park at 100.0%

Post 698 Archer-Highland at 100.0%

Post 716 Gen. George Bell Jr. at 107.1%

Post 828 Markham Manor at 111.1%

Post 829 Col. John R. Marshall 100.0%

Post 1238 South Deering at 103.3%

Post 1976 Richard J. Daley 107.1%

Post 2020 South Arlington Heights at
100.0%

Would you like to see your Post listed
here?
So would we

Dec. 5

1st Division Christmas Party/Membership Drive will be held at Post #854
Evergreen Park has been cancelled. Please have all District commanders to
let the post commanders know and spread the word.

Jan 16

1st Division Winter Ball (details and RSVP on page 7 of this newsletter)

Mar 7

Past Commanders Dinner at Glenmaker Post #1160 (if you already paid for
this event you are already paid for next year). 10739 Ridgeland Ave,
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

Jun 5

Mini Convention at Evergreen Park Post #854, 9701 S Kedzie Ave,
Evergreen Park, IL 60805
Coffee at 8am with the meeting starting at 9am sharp.

You will want to check into this training, especially now that large meetings are still a
problem.
National membership workshop videos.
Please pass this web link onto your membership team, especially post officers.
https://www.legion.org/training/membership?
fbclid=IwAR3JXWxgB6v9pbBNC2dQzkGKr0T1rW_FPrngK8W7OtrjNmGxAsWkVfQ9fU0

Photos by Harold Toney

1st Division Meeting at the Dorie Miller Post 915
on September 2, 2020.

FACE MASKS
Dr George “Don” Horn, Department of Illinois Medical Officer
I have noticed several individuals within the legion family handling and
removing their masks differently, so I have combined the handling and
cleaning recommendations for masks.
Masks Removal/Placement:
 Wash hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer BEFORE putting
on a mask.


Use ear loops or ties to put on and remove masks.



Masks should fit under the chin, over the nose and mouth, and snug
against the sides of the face without gaps.



Avoid pulling masks down around the neck, up on to the forehead, or
leaving masks hanging from one ear. These positions make it easy for
people to inadvertently contaminate their hands by touching the outside
of the mask. Instead, completely remove masks using the ear loops or
ties.



Masks should be removed prior to eating or drinking. Avoid placing masks
directly on surfaces like tables, counters, etc. Once off the face, fold the
mask in half, placing the outside edges together, keeping the inside layer
inside. Then place in a clean paper bag or outer-side down on a napkin or
paper towel. Avoid placing masks in pockets for future use.



Masks should never be worn below the nose and or mouth. The nose is
where many viruses are inhaled so leaving the nose exposed you
increase your risk of inhaling increased viral loads. Conversely if you are
trying to protect someone else and have your mouth uncovered and you
sneeze, you expose them to the virus.



After storing the mask, wash hands with soap and water or use hand
sanitizer. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth until after you have
washed your hands.

Cleaning Masks:
Use a new mask whenever it becomes damp or dirty. Disposable masks should
be thrown away once soiled or damaged. Wash reusable masks, either in the
laundry or by hand.
1. If washing in the laundry, use regular, fragrance-free laundry detergent

and the warmest water temperature appropriate for the mask fabric.
2. If washing by hand, use a hot soapy water or a bleach solution (e.g., four
teaspoons of bleach per quart of room temperature water).
a. If using a bleach solution, allow masks to soak in the bleach
solution for five minutes, then rinse completely with cool or room
temperature water.
Dry masks completely, either in the dryer (highest heat setting) or lay it flat to
dry, in direct sunlight if possible.

Veterans day photos - Morton Grove.

Photos courtesy of Commander Dearbone
A basic trainee was standing his first night on guard duty, when he saw a man's shadow
coming out of the fog. He Shouts. "Halt who goes there?" "Major Jackson!' A minute or
two of silence! "Well Soldier, are you going to leave me standing here like this all
night?" "Oh No Sir, Parade Rest!"

Support American Legion programs during
your holiday shopping
The American Legion Nov 24, 2020
Holiday shopping is upon us. So make AmazonSmile your go-to for finding great deals on gifts while
supporting your favorite charitable organization.
American Legion Charities Inc. and the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) are two
charitable organizations featured on AmazonSmile – a simple and automatic way to support your
favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. On AmazonSmile you will find
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com but
with the added bonus that AmazonSmile will donate a portion of the purchase price to the charitable
organization of your choice.
Donations to American Legion Charities provides assistance to veterans, service members and their
families with financial support in times of hardship, as well as with expert, free-of-charge assistance
through the VA benefits process that includes appeals and other benefits due to them as veterans.
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation provides grants to nonprofits that seek to enhance the
lives of children's physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs through resources, projects and
programs. For 2021, the CWF provided $740,889 in grants to 17 nonprofits.
To support The American Legion, go to smile.amazon.com, sign into your normal Amazon account
and then type in “American Legion Charities Inc” or "the Child Welfare Foundation" in the search box
when the prompt comes up. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase
you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5 percent of the purchase price from your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and
excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time,
Amazon may offer special, limited-time promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more
products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable organizations.
Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at Amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION POSTED ON OUR
WEBSITE
Chief Editor: Gigi Callaway
Reviewing Editor: Greg Jacobs
If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free
to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor
For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a
request to us at

div1newsletter@yandex.com

