Newsletter for November 2020

First Division Commander Gigi Callaway
There are many post activities and the Veterans’ Days celebrations that have
been planned as we enter the middle of Autumn. Those activities are a mix of
traditional and virtual. Well done to those Post Commanders that have
continued to make it happen at your post! Department training came to you last
month and continued with conference calls to reach the Districts. The feedback
was from all the training and conference calls have for the most part have been
encouraging. Additionally, National is hosting training for all leaders in the
legion. You should have of received several emails regarding the training on
Tuesday and it is hopeful you are taking advantage of “Training Tuesdays”!
Legion programs, buddy checks and membership are key to continuing to grow
and/or sustaining your Legion Post. Districts are encouraged, as discussed on
the Department conference call, to schedule revitalization soon! If you are at
home, it is time to get on the phone. Reach out to your members and 2019 list.
(One has to connect to make it count.) Posts should be reaching (or exceeding)
the Department Goal of 75 percent by Veterans Day. Those that are already
there, thank you for your due diligence.
To provide some relief during these challenging times, financial grants are now
available for eligible American Legion posts. The American Legion National
Executive Committee approved Resolution No. 36 Oct. 14, during its annual
Fall Meeting. Funds for the approved grants will be provided through The
American Legion National Emergency Fund (NEF). Resolution No. 36, Mission
Blue Post Assistance Program, will provide $1,000 grants to posts that are in
good standing with their respective department. These funds must be used

exclusively to pay current or past due rent, mortgage, utilities, and insurance.
The Mission Blue Post Assistance Program grant application will be a fillable
PDF. American Legion posts applying for a grant will be required to first submit
the completed application to their respective department. This application
procedure is the same as the NEF. American Legion posts have until Dec. 31,
2021, to apply for an Operation Blue PAP grant.
Lastly, next Division meeting is November 4th at Broadview-Hillside, 4941
Butterfield Rd, Hillside, IL 60162. Wishing you an amazing Veterans Day and
happy Thanksgiving!
For God, Family and Country,
Warm Regards

Gigi Callaway

First Division Jr. Vice Commander Thomas Chambers
First and foremost I would like to wish every one a safe and happy
Thanksgiving.
Times are difficult right now. Take a moment to check on your friends and
relatives to make sure they are OK.
- Wear your masks when going out to any and all events.
The following events are scheduled as of right now, subject to change.
- Nov.4th 1st Div. meeting at Broadview-Hillside post #626
- Nov. 13th 1st 100% cash award for membership, 1:00pm cutoff
- 1st Division Christmas Party / Membership drive will be held at Evergreen
Park post #854 on Dec.5th at 9:00am (Breakfast will be served)
- January 16th is the first Divisions Winter Ball.
Details in flier on Page 7
- March 7th is the PAST COMMANDERS DINNER to be held at Glenmaker
Post #1160. If you already paid for this event last year you are paid for this
year.
- June 5th is the Mini-Convention to be held at Evergreen park post #854
Coffee at 8:00 and the meeting starts at 9:am sharp.

Tom Chambers

VA&R Chairman and Service Officer of the First Division
Raymond P. Toczek
It is with a sad heart that I must announce a change in our staff. Our current
Dept. Service Officer, Carolina Contreras, last day with the Chicago VA&R
office was October 15th. She wishes to thank everyone in the Division for their
support during her tenure. Due to the office still on lockdown, her position has
yet to be posted. This means we are extremely short staffed. We have only two
part-time Service Officers who can process claims at this time.
With that said, please continue to refer veterans and their dependents to our
main number, 312-980-4266. We have 24/7 voicemail and we retrieve those
calls from home. We will get back to the caller as-soon-as-possible! If we can’t
directly help, then we will refer them to someone who can.
Flu shots are now available at the Veterans Health Administration. I got mine at
the drive thru over at the Hines campus. Please get yours soon, especially
during the COVID crisis.
Those of us who must make a co-payment for their medicine and office visits
may have noticed not receiving a bill recently. That is because the VA stopped
sending them out in April. However, just because you didn’t get a bill, your
charges are still accumulating. You can check with the VA using your
Myhealthevet account. Send a secure message to the billing department. Or
you can contact the hospital direct. I did and my current bill stands at $111.00.
The latest I have heard it that bills will resume in the spring of 2021. Rumors
are that the VA will waive these charges, due to COVID, but I wouldn’t hold my
breath. As for me, next time I am at Jesse Brown I will pay what I owe.
I’ll close this month’s article with some interesting cases I’ve handled recently.
A veteran from Crete asked us to help him with a claim that he had been
fighting for ten years. He was medically discharged for a certain condition but
the Veterans Administration wasn’t paying him any service-connected
compensation. We reviewed his records and determined that all the VA needed
was proof that he currently still had the condition and was being treated for it.
We got him enrolled in the Veterans Health Administration system, he started
treatment and we got him a 20% rating. We then reviewed his claim in more
detail back to his Military Medical Board and found out that they had overlooked
some evidence (temporary misplaced Service Treatment Records). We were
able to get him 5 years of back payments.

A female veteran from Harwood Heights left us a voicemail message and we
called her back. While in the Navy she was sexually assaulted by an officer.
She was an enlisted person and that officer warned her never to report it
otherwise she would never be promoted again. She didn’t! Now suffering from
PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) she was having problems with her
claim. We were able to find in her Military Personnel Records some
performance evaluations from the time of the rape showing a dramatic drop in
her job performance. That and a few other bits of evidence and she was
granted her benefits
Finally a veteran had his case on appeal for over three years. He was being
denied Agent Orange compensation benefits because he couldn’t prove he
actually set foot in Vietnam. He was sent there TDY from Guam to repair some
aircraft but his TDY orders were missing. Turns out while there he wrote home
several times and his mom had kept the letters which clearly showed an APO
address from Vietnam. He won his appeal.

LET YOUR YES BE YES AND YOUR NO BE NO.
MATTHEW 5:37

Ray Toczek
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Goal – 100 % Posts as of 2021 Close of Books
Fantastic - Congratulations- Awesome!

Post #829 Col. John R. Marshall 100.0%

Post #1976 Richard J. Daley 107.1%

Post #698 Archer-Highland 100.0%

Post #555 Jackson Park 100.0%

Post #716 Gen. George Bell Jr. at 107.1%
Would you like to see your Post listed
here?

So would we

Nov. 4

1st Division meeting at Broadview-Hillside Post #626
4941 Butterfield Rd, Hillside, IL 60162

Nov. 13

1st 100% Post cash award – 1pm cutoff

Dec. 5

1st Division Christmas Party/Membership Drive will be held at Post #854
Evergreen Park starting at 9am (Breakfast) 9701 S Kedzie Ave, Evergreen
Park, IL 60805

Jan 16

1st Division Winter Ball (details and RSVP on page 7 of this newsletter)

Mar 7

Past Commanders Dinner at Glenmaker Post #1160 (if you already paid for
this event you are already paid for next year). 10739 Ridgeland Ave,
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

Jun 5

Mini Convention at Evergreen Park Post #854, 9701 S Kedzie Ave,
Evergreen Park, IL 60805
Coffee at 8am with the meeting starting at 9am sharp.

You will want to check into this training, especially now that large meetings are still a
problem.
National membership workshop videos.
Please pass this web link onto your membership team, especially post officers.
https://www.legion.org/training/membership?
fbclid=IwAR3JXWxgB6v9pbBNC2dQzkGKr0T1rW_FPrngK8W7OtrjNmGxAsWkVfQ9fU0

Officer Installation American Legion Post #134

Article II Range is located at 250 Cortland Ave, Lombard, IL 60148

The Wurst Soldier
in WWI

Share your Wreaths Across America plans
The American Legion

www.legion.org

Oct 27, 2020

For three decades, Americans across the nation have gathered in December to
"remember our fallen U.S. veterans, honor those who serve, and teach children the
value of freedom" through the placing of wreaths on veterans’ graves.
This year, Dec. 19 will mark the 29th National Wreaths Across America Day. With
proper social distancing and other health precautions either developed or already in
place due to the pandemic, more than an anticipated 1 million remembrance wreaths
will be laid on the graves of America's fallen veterans throughout the country and
overseas as part of the mass wreath-laying effort.
American Legion Family members have long been a part of Wreaths Across America
events throughout the country. In 2019, Massachusetts Legion Family members helped
support an effort that placed more than 7,400 wreaths in several veterans cemeteries
throughout Quincy. On the same day in Elmira, N.Y., Legionnaires were among
hundreds of volunteers who placed 6,666 wreaths in less than an hour on veterans’
graves at Woodlawn National Cemetery.
American Legion posts and Legion Family members participating in this annual
program are encouraged to email sbrooks@legion.org in advance to share your plans
for potential coverage in American Legion media. Posts can share their wreath-laying

stories on the Legion's web page www.legiontown.org.
For more information about Wreaths Across America ( go to
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org). For all social media postings, use the hashtag
#WAA2020.

When To See Your Health Provider
Dr George “Don” Horn, Department of Illinois Medical Officer
This flu season especially, it can be difficult to tell the difference between Influenza and
Covid-19. The key difference is a known exposure to Covid-19, short of that use your best
judgement and comfort level. Remember there will be symptoms you can experience that
fall into either category.

Covdi-19: Fever, Shortness of Breath and Dry Cough are the hallmark symptoms, but
also many have a new loss or change in taste or smell.
Influenza: Abrupt onset of Fever, Chills, Muscle Aches, plus Cold Symptoms.
You already know that a scratchy throat, annoying cough, and lots of sneezing are part of
the game. You can also probably count on a stuffy nose and some aches and pains. But
when is it time to put down the chicken soup and get some advice from a pro?

When you have trouble breathing or chest pain
Your cold or flu shouldn't make you short of breath or cause your chest to hurt. If that's
happening to you, it could be a sign of a more serious problem, such as heart disease,
asthma, pneumonia or Covid-19. Call your doctor or go to the emergency room.

Your fever doesn't get better.
If it won't go away it might mean you've got another infection in your body that needs
treatment. Generally, a fever for an adult is a temperature over 100.4 degrees F. Your body
needs fluids to work right. If you can't drink anything without vomiting, you may need to
go to your doctor's office or the hospital to get fluids through an IV.

It hurts to swallow.
That's not normal. Although a sore throat can make it hurt a little to swallow, severe pain
can be a sign of an infection or injury that needs to be treated by a doctor.

You can't keep anything down.
If it doesn't go away, it's likely due to postnasal drip -- mucus that moves from your nose
into your throat. It can be treated with antihistamines. But it could also be related to
asthma or GERD (gastroesophageal reflux disease) and Covid-19. Your doctor can tell you

what to do for it.

You can't get rid of your cough.
A lasting, severe cough is also the main symptom of whooping cough, a disease that's
become more common in many parts of the U.S. So, if you've been hacking away for more
than 2-3 weeks, your doctor may give you a test to see if you've got it. Covid-19 also has a
dry hacking cough.

Your congestion and headache won't go away.
Colds and allergies that block your nose with mucus can lead to a sinus infection. If your
cold medicine doesn't give you relief, see your doctor for more treatment.

When to call a doctor on Covid-19:
If you learn that you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for the
Covid-Virus or who has become sick; stay inside and monitor yourself for any
symptoms for the next 14 days.
Call your doctor's office if you develop the symptoms associated with COVID-19.

Private Loyds was brought up before the unit CO for some offense.
You can take your choice, private - one month's restriction or twenty day's pay, said the
officer.
All right, sir, said the bright soldier, I'll take the money.
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION POSTED ON OUR
WEBSITE
Chief Editor: Gigi Callaway
Reviewing Editor: Greg Jacobs
If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free
to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor
For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a
request to us at

div1newsletter@yandex.com

