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First Division Commander Gigi Callaway

It’s time for turning a new left as we enter Autumn. Many are seeing the 
changes and they are for the positive! Fighting First is our motto, let us start 
strong this year and live up to it.

Everyone of us can continue to make American Legion viable by inviting 
veterans to be part of the best (and largest) veterans’ organization in the world! 
There is a fitting statement which I use often. “If you invite no one, no one will 
come”. Get them in the door by inviting them in or “Just Ask”. Continue to use 
the “Buddy Check”. Those districts that are making it happen are apparent by 
their membership numbers that are showing results, Great Job!!! 

Get to know the Legion programs. Folks are trying to create programs (or 
similar programs) when we already have them in place. Suggestion for all 
legionnaires is that they begin knowing the legion. “Basic Training” is the 
American Legion's official training program for officers, members, Legion 
College applicants and those who simply want to expand their knowledge of the
nation's largest veterans service organization is now available online.

Education Institute The American Legion ( https://www.legion.org/alei) If you 
have already taken the old course; log onto The American Legion Extension 
Institute. This has been rewritten, updated, streamlined, and enhanced with 
videos, digital photos, clickable links, a historical timeline, and additional 
features.

https://www.legion.org/alei


Take a blue cap under your wing and let us, as leaders, mentor them. Invite all 
post members to District and Division meetings. It has been proven that those 
that are involve have an investment in the Legion and remain members for 
many years. There are some exciting events, use one or more as an extension 
of your Post or District. The door is open and you are invited. 

If you are in a leadership role; let us begin with bringing up the posts that are 
already behind in membership. (A few posts have turned in “zero” cards while 
others are at 100 percent.) We are only as strong as our weakest link. 

Semper Fortis
For God, Family, Country. Warm Regards

  Gigi Callaway 
First Division Sr. Vice Commander Al Pizarro

Hello All,
I hope everyone is healthy and well. The Fightin' First has 3 Districts in the 
Department Membership Top Ten:
District 4 - Commander Robert Przybylinski
District 8 - Commander Rickie Mitchell
District 5 - Commander Keith Taliferro
Congratulations To All Three Commanders! Keep up the Good Work.
Please keep Saturday December 5, 2020 open for our Christmas/Membership 
Party to be held at Evergreen Post 854, 9701 S. Kedzie Ave. I hope to see you 
all there.

Respectfully,

Al Pizarro
First Division Jr. Vice Commander Thomas Chambers
Fall is upon us, meetings have started and make sure you wear your masks 
when visiting posts.

I Have dates for the following events:
Nov. 4 1st Division meeting at Hillside Post #626

Nov. 13 1st 100% Post cash award – 1pm cutoff

8th District canceled the holiday Hop for December.

Dec. 5 1st Division Christmas Party/Membership Drive will be held at Post #854 



Evergreen Park starting at 9am (Breakfast)

Jan 16 1st Division Winter Ball (details will be announced at a later date)

Mar 7 Past Commanders Dinner at Glenmaker Post #1160 (if you already paid 
for this event you are already paid for next year).

Jun 5 Mini Convention at Evergreen Park Post #854. Coffee at 8am with the 
meeting starting at 9am sharp.

All Posts: don’t forget to pay your Per Capita for this year AND your Delegate 
dues so you can vote for your favorite candidates. 

If we have a convention next year and go in July, the First Division will need 
bartenders and servers for the Hospitality Room.

Enjoy this fine weather and I will see you at the next meeting.

Tom Chambers
 VA&R Chairman and Service Officer of the First Division 

Raymond P. Toczek

Due to COVID the number one call or e-mail to our office, these last seven 
months, has been about burial benefits. Either a veteran has passed away or 
due to someone they know passing away, they want to be sure they understand
what is available. On one side of the spectrum, some veterans have the 
mistaken impression that the VA will take care of everything and at the other 
end of the spectrum, others feel they are not entitled to anything unless they 
get buried in a VA National Cemetery. Well here are your clear and easy to 
understand burial benefits. Please let your Post and District member know 
them. 

1. HONOR GUARD: The Department of Defense will furnish, based on 
availability, a 2-3 person honor guard, of which, one of the members will 
be from the branch of service of the deceased veteran. The 
arrangements are made by the undertaker and they will need a legible 
copy of the veteran’s discharge papers or equivalent.

2. BURIAL FLAG: A burial flag is folded by the honor guard and presented to
the next-of-kin or placed in the casket based on the family’s wishes. The 
funeral director will pick up this flag at a local Post Office prior to the 
burial.

3. TAPS: The honor guard will play military taps and where possible a gun 
salute.

4. BURIAL PLOT: Based on space availability the veteran can be buried in a



VA National Cemetery. The VA will furnish the plot, grave liner, open and 
close the grave, order a headstone and take perpetual care of the grave. 
(NEW) Vets can now apply ahead of time using a pre-need application 
40-10007 to confirm their (and spouses) entitlement.

5. HEADSTONE OR MARKER: If the veteran is buried in a private cemetery
the VA will furnish a government headstone. They come in bronze, 
marble, slate and granite and will be shipped, free of charge, to any 
cemetery in the world. Besides the standard engraving there is room for 
an additional 25 characters and there are over 30 religious symbols to 
choose from. (NEW)   stones damaged by flooding or hurricanes, etc. are
replaced free.

6. PRESIDENTIAL MEMORIAL CERTIFICATE: An engraved certificate, 
signed by the current President, to honor the memory of honorably 
discharged deceased Veterans. It is mailed from the White House once 
the VA has been notified of the veterans passing. (NEW) more than one 
can be issued and there is no time limit to apply.

7. MONETARY STIPEND: If at the time of the passing, the veteran was 
receiving a monthly VA compensation or pension check, or died in a VA 
hospital or nursing home the VA will pay approximately $300, $1,000 or 
up to $2,000 depending on the cause of death. This is in addition to the 
Social Security stipend of $255 and includes prepaid burials.

8. BRONZE MEDALLION: If a commercial headstone is purchased this 
medallion can be placed on the stone. It will reflect the branch of service 
and come in sizes ranging from 1 ½ inches, 3 inches and 5 inches. 
(NEW) This medallion is now available to veterans from as far back as 
World War I.

9. NATIONWIDE GRAVESITE LOCATOR: The veterans burial information 
will be placed in this locator and will reflect their name, branch, date of 
death and location of burial.

Well there you have it, an easy to remember checklist of the burial benefits. As 
mentioned above, be sure to have readily available for the undertaker, a legible
copy of your military discharge papers or its equivalent. As always if any 
questions please contact me at the above telephone number or e-mail address.

When I die I want my body to be donated for research, but more
specifically, to a scientist who is working on bringing dead bodies

back to life.

Ray Toczek  



OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION

COMMANDER: 
GIGI CALLAWAY
Phone: (224) 800 - 1177
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER: 
AL PIZARRO
Phone: (224) 800 - 1177
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER: 
THOMAS CHAMBERS
Phone: (224) 800 - 1177
Email: ILLfirstdivision@gmail.com

DIVISION ADJUTANT: 
HAROLD DILLARD
Phone: (773) 450-3099
Email: ce1sgtaf@att.net

Finance Officer & Aide to Commander
BERNARD DARMETKO
Phone: (708) 860 - 1897
Email: bcdarmetko@comcast.net 

SERVICE OFFICER: 
RAYMOND TOCZEK
Phone: (312) 980 – 4264
Email: Raymond.toczek@va.gov

Medical Officer & Aide to Commander
DR. DON HORN

Historian & Special Adviser
WILLIAM COOPER

Goal – 100 % Posts  as of 9/18/2020
Fantastic - Congratulations- Awesome!

2nd District 
Post #829 Col. John R. Marshall 100.0%

3rd District
Post #1976 Richard J. Daley 107.1%

4th District
Post #698 Archer-Highland 100.0%

8th District
Post #555 Jackson Park 100.0%

Would you like to see your Post
listed here?

So would we

One of our great Legion members I know from 7th District has made a recommendation.  

In connection to Americanism and promotion of patriotism, we are asking for a minor addition
to your phone. 

Setting “To The Colors” as your regular ring tone is not only a loud and effective ringtone, but
Veterans and many of their family members in your general area will recognize it for what it 
is. 
It can be found and downloaded here: 
https://www.bands.army.mil/music/buglecalls/tothecolor.asp 

Additionally, anyone who asks about your ringtone allows you an opening to talk about the 
your service and patriotism. 
It’s just a little thing, but many times little things lead to bigger opportunities.

Shepherd K.S. Bishop  
American Legion Post 974, Franklin Park

https://www.bands.army.mil/music/buglecalls/tothecolor.asp


The First Division “Division / District Officers Training”.
The training took place on Saturday September 12 at Glen Maker Post #1160 
in Chicago Ridge. 



Community Service & Publicity Committee Chairman

Are you the Community Service & Publicity Chairman for your District? 

Please contact me, so we can start building an information network to allow us 
to share upcoming events among our Legion Family members.   

The First Division is over 12,000+ members strong, and yet we never seem to 
know what each district is doing, what community events or what programs 
they are hosting at any one time.  

We have to share our stories and our events within our ranks and share them 
with our communities.  Networking and collaboration will make us a stronger 
community.

Please send me an email with your contact information and include the links to 
your district’s social media platforms.

Josefina Frances, First Division Community Service & Publicity Chairman
Jfrances1115@gmail.com

*** LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: ***

Department of Illinois:  
https://www.facebook.com/TheAmericanLegionDepartmentOfIllinois

First Division:  
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-First-Division-1088192031281808

American Legion 2nd District – Department of Illinois:  
https://www.facebook.com/2ndDistrictIL

American Legion Illinois – Fifth District Council:  
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-Illinois-Fifth-District-Council-
306471776125080

American Legion 9th District Illinois:  
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegion9thDistrictIllinois

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegion9thDistrictIllinois
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-Illinois-Fifth-District-Council-306471776125080
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-Illinois-Fifth-District-Council-306471776125080
https://www.facebook.com/2ndDistrictIL
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-First-Division-1088192031281808
https://www.facebook.com/TheAmericanLegionDepartmentOfIllinois
mailto:Jfrances1115@gmail.com






You will want to check into this training, especially now that large meetings are still 
a problem. 

National membership workshop videos. 

Please pass this web link onto your membership team, especially post officers.

https://www.legion.org/training/membership?
fbclid=IwAR3JXWxgB6v9pbBNC2dQzkGKr0T1rW_FPrngK8W7OtrjNmGxAsWkVfQ9fU0

During a deployment on the Aircraft 
Carrier Midway, there was an 
inspection by a visiting Admiral. 
All Navy and Marine personnel lined up
in formation for the Admiral. 

While walking past several Sailors 
asking questions and receiving 
appropriate answers the Admiral 
stopped in front of a Marine and asked 
"What's the first thing you do after 
hearing "Man Overboard?" 

Without hesitation the Marine asked 
"Officer or Enlisted?" 

- GySgt Jennings 

Keep up with the American Legion Department of Illinois.

We do have a newsletter for the Department, it is packed with solid information 
from around the state and nation. Events and legislation being supported by 
The American Legion along helpful tips on membership are all there, just look

The link to subscribe and connection to past issues is at:

https://www.illegion.org/events/department-newsletter

The site for the Department is :www.illegion.org 

https://www.illegion.org/events/department-newsletter
http://www.illegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/training/membership?fbclid=IwAR3JXWxgB6v9pbBNC2dQzkGKr0T1rW_FPrngK8W7OtrjNmGxAsWkVfQ9fU0
https://www.legion.org/training/membership?fbclid=IwAR3JXWxgB6v9pbBNC2dQzkGKr0T1rW_FPrngK8W7OtrjNmGxAsWkVfQ9fU0


A Soldier, a Sailor, an Airman and a Marine got into an argument about which branch
of the service was the best. The arguing became so heated the four servicemen 
failed to see an oncoming truck as they crossed the street. They were hit by the 
truck and killed instantly. 

Soon, the four servicemen found themselves at the Pearly gates of Heaven. There, 
they met Saint Peter and decided that only he could be the ultimate source of truth 
and honesty. So, the four servicemen asked him, Saint Peter, which branch of the 
United States Armed Forces is the best? Saint Peter replied, I cant answer that. 
However, I will ask God what He thinks the next time I see Him. Meanwhile, thank 
you for your service on Earth and welcome to Heaven. 

Sometime later the four servicemen see Saint Peter and remind him of the question 
they had asked when first entering Heaven and asked Saint Peter if he was able to 
ask God for the answer to their answer?

Suddenly, a sparkling white dove lands on Saint Peters shoulder. In the doves beak 
is a note glistening with gold dust. Saint Peter opens the note, trumpets blare, gold 
dust drifts into the air, harps play crescendos and Saint Peter begins to read the note
aloud to the four servicemen:

MEMORANDUM FROM THE DESK OF THE ALMIGHTY TO: All Former Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines SUBJECT: Which Military Service Is the Best 
1. All branches of the United States Armed Forces are honorable and noble.
2. Each serves America well and with distinction.
3. Serving in the United States military represents a great honor warranting special 
respect, tribute, and dedication from your fellow man. 4. Always be proud of that. 
Warm Regards, GOD, USAF, Ret. 
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION  POSTED ON OUR

WEBSITE
Chief Editor: Gigi Callaway

Reviewing Editor: Greg Jacobs
If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free

to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor
For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a

request to us at

div1newsletter@yandex.com
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