Newsletter for September 2021

First Division Commander Thomas Chambers
Welcome to a new fiscal year. With the Conventions over we can get down to
business. All posts need to get Certified A.S.A.P. Sr. Vice Commander
Thompson is working on this, but needs your help at the post level.
September is National Disaster preparedness Month. Encourage the
community to recognize Patriot Day, Sept. 11th. Celebrate the anniversary of
Congress charter of The American Legion on Sept. 16th, perhaps with an event
including civic leaders. Sept. 17th is Constitution Day, an ideal time for a
citizenship program. The third Friday of the month is National POW/MIA
Recognition Day.
This is a reminder to all Post Commanders and Adjutants Effective July 16th
2021, Percapita that is sent to Department has been increased to $35.00 per
member.
Any and all Donations for The Gifts to the Yanks are welcome now. VA
Hospitals and Homes can begin ordering on 9/15 /21.
The American Legion Department of Illinois is selling the 4 pillars pins for this
year. All monies this year will go to the Auxiliary, The Sons of the American
Legion, Boy Scouts, and the Youth Police Program. Forms will be in the News
letters or get them from your District Commanders.

Our First Division Meeting will be held on Sept. 8th
7:00 pm for Officers and 7:30 for the General meeting.
Dorie Miller post at the Armory
5200 s. Cottage Grove
Chicago, Ill.
Training for the First Division Commanders, Sr. Vice, Jr. Vice, and Adjutants
is on Saturday the 18th of September at
Marrs - Meyer post #991
11001 S. Depot street , Worth, IL.
8:00am for coffee and meeting starts at 9:00 am

Thomas Chambers
First Division Senior Vice Commander Frank B. Thompson III
I would like to thank each and everyone that came out to the First Division’s
Installation of it’s new officers for the 2021 – 2022 American Legion term.
I personally had a grand time with my family members, friends and comrades.
Again, this is a new year and new goals to set for the Fighting First, I’m looking
forward to work with everyone, every district and post, so pick-up your phones,
open up your post doors and let’s start working together on our memberships,
friendships, hearts and minds.
There is nothing that we can not accomplish, if we all work together as one.
I thank you so very much comrades.

Frank B. Thompson III
A very little girl asked an aging great-grandmother if she was young or old.
"Honey," the octogenarian replied, "I'm not old. I've just been young for a
very, very long time.
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GREG JACOBS
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Meeting Dates for 2021 – 2022
September 18

November 4
February 2
April 6

Training Meeting for all Commanders, Sr. Vice
Commanders, Jr. Vice Commanders and Adjutants
Marrs-Meyer Post #991
11001 Depot St, Worth IL
Franklin Park Post #974
9757 Pacific Ave, Franklin Park, IL 60131
Morton Grove Post #134
6140 Dempster st, Morton Grove, IL 60053
Evergreen Park Post #854
9701 S. Kedzie Ave, Evergreen Park, IL 60805

An article I ran across that I thought I would share
I was listening to the Panjwai Podcast where the commentator said: ‘If
anything, the rapid fall of Afghanistan should give veterans pride in their
service. YOU PREVENTED THAT FROM HAPPENING. In your absence, it fell
apart. The fall isn’t your fault. But the fact it didn’t fall while you were there, that
you can take credit for that.”
Though we all served in different ways and in different capacities we all share
the common bond of brother and sisterhood. When one of us hurts, we all hurt.
In war we expect injuries and death, and we learned that the psychological
trauma is just as real and can manifest itself with a physical outcome.

Psychological trauma can involve PTSD, Anxiety, Depression, Suicide, Alcohol
and Drug abuse. Each war is similar and different in their own way; such as
with Vietnam where the battles were often fought at close range and it was
often hard to distinguish between enemy and civilians, where Iraq and
Afghanistan was more IED’s and Suicide Bombers.
As similarities and information unfold, memories come to the forefront. We will
hear pundits and politicians question if the military’s efforts were worth it and
did we make a difference. The answer is unequivocally YES. We all stepped
forward with our toes on the yellow line, raised our right hand and swore an
oath to defend our Constitution, and against all enemies foreign and domestic.
Each Branch we served in has their own set of Core Values, and we strove to
model ourselves to those ideals. Like the Air Force said, “first you become part
of it then it becomes part of you, step out of the grey into the blue.” We can’t
control Washington, we can’t control the media but we can control ourselves.
I am reminded of the Special Operations Motto: De Oppresso Liber, translated
means “to liberate the oppressed.” That’s what we did. We gave a voice to
those who could not stand and speak for themselves. We protected them when
they couldn’t protect themselves. What we did was meaningful, powerful and
important. Being overseas we put the good of others before ourselves. We
fought to defend our Country, our families, our friends, our neighbors. We
fought to prevent terrorism from returning to our homeland and towns. We
made a difference, you made a difference.
We need to remind our brother and sisters that your friends and family are here
for you. Equally important for anyone thinking about a permanent solution to a
temporary problem, it is not the end, it is only the beginning of a painful grief for
those left behind. If you or anyone you know is suffering from Anxiety (internal
turmoil, worry and nervous states of behavior), or Depression (SIG-E-CAPS:
sleep disturbances, loss of interests, guilt or feeling worthless, loss of energy,
difficulty concentrating, appetite changes, anxiety, thoughts of self-harm)
PLEASE REACH OUT!
VA Crisis Line: 800-273-8255 or call 911
My Brothers and Sisters, you are a reflection of what makes us the best military
in the world. We are here for you. Pick up the phone and start our Buddy
Check’s, get your Post involved and reach out. After all, We Are Our Brothers
Keeper.

Quotes about America
“Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, undergo the
fatigues of supporting it.”
― Thomas Paine
“The greatness of America lies not in being more enlightened than any other
nation, but rather in her ability to repair her faults.” — Alexis de Tocqueville
“Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves.”
— Abraham Lincoln
Pictures from the
American National Convention in Phoenix, AZ

September 16

American Legion Day

September 11, to
September 12

Commander’s Homecoming
3000 Corporate West Dr., Lisle IL 60532

September is National Disaster Preparedness Month
Week #1 September 1-4: Make a Plan
Talk to your friends and family about how you will communicate before,
during and after a disaster. Make sure to update your plan based as needed.
Week #2 September 5-11: Build a Kit
Gather supplies that will last for several days after a disaster for everyone
living in your home. Don’t forget to consider the unique needs each person or
pet may have in case you have to evacuate quickly. Update your existing kits
as needed.
Week #3 September 12-18: Low-Cost/No Cost Preparedness
Limit the impacts that disasters have on you and your family. Know the risk
of disasters in your area. Learn how to make your home stronger in the face
of storms and other common hazards. Check to make sure your insurance
coverage is up-to-date.
Week #4 September 19-25: Teach Youth About Preparedness
Talk to your kids and grand kids about preparing for emergencies and what to
do in case you are separated. Reassure them by providing information about
how they can get involved.

Ideas for your kit:
Water (one gallon per person per day for several days, for drinking and sanitation)
Food (at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food)
Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert
Flashlight
First aid kit
Extra batteries
Whistle (to signal for help)
Dust mask (to help filter contaminated air)
Plastic sheeting and duct tape (to shelter in place)
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties (for personal sanitation)
Wrench or pliers (to turn off utilities)
Manual can opener (for food)
Local maps
Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery
soap, hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes to disinfect surfaces
Prescription medications / Non-prescription medications such as pain relievers, antidiarrhea medication, antacids or laxatives
Prescription eyeglasses and contact lens solution

Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes and diaper rash cream
Pet food and extra water for your pet
Cash or traveler's checks
Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and
bank account records saved electronically or in a waterproof, portable container
Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person
Complete change of clothing appropriate for your climate and sturdy shoes
Fire extinguisher
Matches in a waterproof container
Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items
Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper towels and plastic utensils
Paper and pencil
Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children
Article from 9th District Sr. Vice Commander LORENZO A. FIORENTINO
The Fall of Kabul August 15, 2021
Today we watched as Afghanistan and it’s capital, Kabul, fell to the Taliban.
Those of us who served there now have much more in common with our brothers and
sisters that served in Vietnam. For my part, I whole heartedly believe that our time
there WAS NOT pointless or in vain. During our days and nights in theatre, we helped
many Afghans, made their lives better, and did our duty as best as we could,
everyday.
Much like the end of the war in Vietnam, and the fall of Saigon, it was not the military
that let the people of Afghanistan down, it was the politicians and the generals, from
both countries. At the end of the day, the Afghans had the opportunity for democracy,
unfortunately they, as a nation did not embrace the opportunity. Our efforts, as a
liberation force, were genuine and honorable.
Just as we all remember what we were doing on the morning of 9-11-01, I will always
remember what I was doing on 8/15/21, frantically writing letters to the US Embassy
in Kabul, in support of several Afghan interpreters and guards that worked for me.
For our generation, it is sobering that after 20 years of warfare, our politicians let our
efforts be for not, in less than 72 hours.
Now what is left for us to do, is to make sure that our Veterans, from all wars, are
taken care of, never forgotten, and always honored. This is what we must make sure
that our politicians and generals do not tarnish our legacy and all of the good work
that we have accomplished. Never let them take from us what we have fought so
hard for, each other!

We didn’t do what we did for politicians, we didn’t do it for glory or medals, we did it
for our brothers and sisters in Arms, past, present and future!
Duty First, Honor Always!

Lorenzo Fiorentino in country
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PLEASE LET OUR WEBMASTER, JOHN LOS, KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
CHANGES IN HALL RENTAL INFORMATION POSTED ON OUR
WEBSITE
Chief Editor: Thomas Chambers
If you would have any issues or concerns about the newsletter, please feel free
to contact: Shepherd K. S. Bishop – Managing Editor
For a free copy of the 1st Division newsletter sent to you via E-Mail please send a
request to us at

div1newsletter@yandex.com

